
MINUTES 
TOWN OF QUARTZSITE 

WORK SESSION OF THE COMMON COUNCIL 
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2019 AT 1:15 PM 

CALL TO ORDER: 1:17 p.m. 

Mayor Simpson called the Work Session to order at 1: 17 p.m. 

INVOCATION: The invocation was given by Council Member Schue. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Simpson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

ROLL CALL: 

Mayor Simpson, present 
Vice Mayor Warner, present 
Council Member BearCat, present 
Council Member Schue, present 
Council Member Goldberg, present 
Council Member Amon, present 
Council Member Cunningham, present 

Planning and Zoning Commissioners in attendance: Commission Chairperson 
Collier, Commissioner Kuehl, Commissioner Heaton, Commissioner Gallup 

Guest attendee: Anna Camacho, La Paz County Assessor 

Staff attendees: Jim Ferguson, Town Manager; Cliff O'Neill, Assistant Town Manager; 
Michelle Kaufman, Recreation Coordinator; Tracey Hess, Community Development; Tina 
Abriani, Town Clerk 

ANNOUNCEMENTS: Mayor Simpson announced that La Paz County Assessor, Anna 
Camacho, was in attendance. 

WORK SESSIOt-J: 

1. ANNEXATION - Review, discuss and provide direction regarding current Town
boundaries and the status of prior annexations.

There was discussion of setting aside, or rescinding, the annexation by Council 
resolution. 

The exhibits in the annexation packet were reviewed, and the improper islands were 
discussed. 

Page 1 of5 

100119 Quarl7.site Town Council Work Session Minutes 



The process for annexing State land was explained by Town Manager Ferguson. 

The requirements for filing for an annexation were reviewed by Assistant Town Manager 
O'Neill. 

Discussion of reasons to annex land ensued. 

There was a discussion of the expensive paving that had been done to La Plomosa Road. 

Past growth expectations for Quartzsite were discussed. 

The need for consideration of privately-owned land was discussed. 

There was discussion of the necessity of BLM's permission before land, annexed or 
otherwise, could be used by the Town. 

Anna Camacho, La Paz County Assessor, noted that the annexation was not done 
correctly, so it is dead in the water. She explained that the Arizona Department of 
Revenue asked her Office what happened with the annexation, and that they found very 
few documents. She asked if the Town could send her Office a letter when it decides what 
it wants to do. 

There was a discussion of mine sites and a lease for well-drilling. 

There was discussion of annexing Rainbow Acres. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill explained the process of annexation and noted that any 
annexation would be done in-house with no need to hire an engineer or surveyor. 

Town Manager Ferguson commented that the Town would have some responsibility for 
the roads the Town would annex. 

There was a discussion regarding whether the Council wanted to keep the land we 
thought was annexed and if they desired to annex even more. 

There was a discussion of Tyson and Highway 95. 

It was stated that the Town can annex State Trust Land but could not have an island. 

The Town Council provided direction to staff to prepare the resolution to bring back to the 
Council and then, after that, to renew the annexations. 

2. FEE SCHEDULE - Review, discuss and provide direction regarding the adoption
of a Town Fee Schedule.

Page 2 of5 

I 001 I 9 Quartzsite Town Council Work Session Minutes 



Town Manager Ferguson noted the fee schedule was comprised of all the fees the Town 
has and that there are inconsistencies. He explained that once the Fee Resolution was 
adopted, it could be reviewed annually. 

The Council and staff reviewed the Schedule of Fees and Rates draft resolution section 
by section. 

The Council decided to have the Public Records Search Fee removed from the Schedule 
of Fees and Rates draft resolution after some discussion. 

There was discussion of some of the fees that were taken right out of the Building Code. 

Discussion of fees for rental of the Community Center included the following: 

• charging a set-up fee for renters of the Community Center
• charging more for all-day use of the Community Center
• the cost of electricity used in the Community Center
• having a fee for non-profits to use the Community Center
• using the Community Center as a cooling center
• renters having their own insurance with indemnification
• establishing rates dependent upon hour increments

Town Manager Ferguson said the Town can waive the Community Center fees. 

Town Manager Ferguson said he would have our attorney look at the application for rental 
of the Community Center. 

Regarding the Cemetery, there was discussion of current fees being low and that there 
is no differentiation in fees for residents and non-residents. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill commented that the Park Use Permits are incomplete 
and that this section should be revisited because there may be a Special Event fee and 
or a Park Special Event fee. 

Work Session attendee Shanana Rain Golden-Bear stated that in the minutes of the 
November 11, 2017 meeting of the Park Board, there are iecommendatlons for the 
Council. 

It was noted that the State has set fees and taxation for Bingo Licenses and that more 
research is necessary; going forward, all Bingo License applications will be charged the 
local, Town, fee. 

There was a discussion about the Friends of the Library, Library grants, if there is a copy 
fee, and naming the Library meeting room the "Friends of the Library Meeting Room". 

Charging people for the use of the Library's computers and for Internet access was 
discussed. Suggestions included charging an access code fee per time limit. 
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The Council decided to have a time limit and a fee for both computer use and Internet 
use. 

Town Manager Ferguson said the Council would have an agenda item regarding the 
Library with Billie Fowler, Library Manager, and the Friends of the Library as guest 
speakers. 

Charging a fee for using the Library Meeting Room was discussed. 

There was a discussion of Historical Society programs. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated that the $37.50 Late Fee for Business License 
Renewals could be looked at and added to the Fee Schedule. 

There was discussion concerning there being no need for multiple business licenses for 
one business. 

Town Manager Ferguson indicated he needs to talk to the Town Attorney about the issue 
of multiple business licenses. 

Town Manager Ferguson said we need to get clarity on out-of-State and out-of-Town 
businesses not needing a business license. 

There was a discussion of the twenty-five-cent fee for each additional stop using the 
Transit System and of the discount fares. 

It was noted that the Utilities Fees are all set by resolution. 

There was a discussion of the zoning Fees and the items that had no fees listed. It was 
noted that those fees have probably been in place for 20 years. 

Town Manager Ferguson spoke about the time spent by staff on Zoning matters; he 
commented that these fees need to be looked at more carefully and there needs to be a 
fee for those actions that currently have no fee. 

An amendment to the General Plan process was discussed. 

Assistant Town Manager O'Neill said he would be reviewing these fees with Community 
Development staff, Tracey Hess. 

Council Member Schue excused himself from the Work Session at 3:47 p.m. 

There was a discussion of illegal signs and if there should be a penalty for them. 

Reviewing the Sign Ordinance was discussed. 
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Mayor Simpson adjourned the Work Session at 3:49 p.m. 

ADJOURNMENT: 3:49 p.m. 

CERTIFICATION: 

I hereby certify that the foregoing minutes are a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Work Session of October 1, 2019 of the Town Council of Quartzsite, 
Arizona, held on October 1, 2019. 

I further certify that the meeting was duly called and held and that a quorum was 
present. 

DATED this 22nd day of October 2019. 

Tina M. Abriani, Town Clerk 

On behalf of the Common Council 

Approved: � 

�n,tW\, 
Norm Simpson, Mayor 
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